Saint Paul
Bird Alliance

Board of Directors Minutes Monday, October 6, 2025, 5:00 — 6:30 PM

Ambherst H. Wilder Conference Center
451 Lexington Parkway North
St. Paul, MN 55104
Conference Room 2510

Welcome and Call to Order

The Saint Paul Bird Alliance Board of Directors meeting was held on Monday, October 6,
2025. President Kiki Sonnen called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm. Those attending were
Vice-President Debbie Brown, Treasurer Neil Carlson, Secretary Amanda Rice, Monica
Bryand, Craig Cox, and Lucas Lin.

Review / revise agenda
e No changes

Approve Last Month’s Minutes
e Monica motioned to approve minutes, Neil seconded. Unanimously approved.

Treasurers Report
Neil will connect with Kiki and Greg offline to update bank account contacts.
Neil provided the following update on our current assets as of October 6, 2025:
e US Bank Checking:  $12,427.57
e US Bank Savings: $13,440.24
e US Bank Certificate: $17,088.14 - can renew October 11
e TruStone Certificate: $35,065.58

Program Committee Review & Analysis of September Program - Debbie Brown

Updates of Collaboration between Saint Paul Bird Alliance and Land of Lakes Bird
Alliance in programming, events (including field trips), and tech support. Kiki Sonnen

e SPBA-LLBA collaboration: Marian Weidner and | wrote an op-ed and submitted it
to the Star-Tribune. The subject is the need for bird safe features in building and
zoning codes. Our article is attached. No word yet if the article will be published.

Grants Program - Craig Cox
e Craig sent the summaries of the grant requests (4 new, 6 returning applicants)

Review Annual Appeal - content, methods of distribution, timeline, cost estimates,
expectations of money raised. (Kiki Sonnen).

Winter Count (aka Christmas Bird Count) - what, when, where, who, why? Kiki Sonnen


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JshsDP-IoCPoq_hcs4X2tzwZKgOzQ3uX
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13__4qfIc9rwCFXI3D2IK2xjI603hcVGX
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CNWTyVOEDZrvuke3gjixhM1TDr06Msgp
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1enZu-w8zVR5C9LyOb0liIMXhBogYzNNq

10) Progress reports on Google sub-groups operating as St Paul Audubon Society to Saint
Paul Bird Alliance. Debbie Brown

11) Communication & Outreach Report - Amanda Rice
e Plan to continue monthly publication, include Kiki’s Bird’s Eye View and events, post
to newsletter link to Facebook

12) Conservation / Advocacy Committee Updates (Debbie Brown & Monica Bryand)

e Updates on September Cardinal Woods cleanup and chimney swift events

13) Kiki gave an overview. Monica made a motion to approve our support, Neil seconded it. The
group unanimously approved. Debbie will connect with Barb for the support.

14) Near Future & Upcoming Issues for Next Month's Board Meeting: Winter Count (aka
Christmas Bird Count), bank account contact updates, grant requests, discussion with Ed
Davies regarding Google documents, Annual Fund Appeal

15) Adjourn — Next BoD Meeting November 3, 2025

Neil moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:25; Monica seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.

Draft Facebook post for WBC:
Countdown to Winter Bird Count !
All are welcome to join in this year's grand birding event set for Saturday, December 20, 2025.

You are invited to participate in the annual WinterBird Count formerly known as the Christmas BirdCount.
The annual count of any and all birds is a long-standing birding program with over 100 years of
community science. Thousands of volunteers around the world go out over a 24-hour period on one
calendar day to count birds.

These bird counts tabulate birds within a designated circle 15 miles wide. The center point of our St Paul
count circle is Dale and County Road B. Our circle is divided into 15 areas. Each of the areas has a Team
Leader and Team Birders of all skill levels to help conduct the bird census in their area. After a day afield
all are invited to gather for a pot luck dinner to share tales of adventure and bird encounters.

The count totals the number of species and the number of total birds of each species seen and heard.
These tally results give an indication of the total number of birds in the circle that day.

If bushwhacking through cold and snow is not your cup of tea, you can still participate in the Winter Count
by counting birds at your feeder. If your home is within the boundaries of the Saint Paul Bird Alliance's
count circle, we need feeder watchers.

If you're tied up all day, come to the Pot Luck Party because we hope to field an Owl Prowl team later that
evening. We have until midnight on December 20th to add to our bird tally.

Last year we had 14 teams birding our territory in icy wet conditions. 100 people participated in the event
- up from 62 the year before. 54 species were documented. Interesting findings included an Eastern



Phoebe eating midges along the shoreline at the Pig's Eye outfall to the River. A Field Sparrow found
foraging in a field! And four Merlins were found - a high total for us.

To join in this year's winter birding fun, let us know if you want to sign up for field birding, feeder watching,
or owl prowling.

Contact us by going to our website and selecting the link at the bottom of the page to Contact Saint Paul
Bird Alliance



